Emotional abuse:
effects of abuse

Children and young people who experience emotional abuse can
experience a variety of emotions and develop a range of behaviours.

Lack of
responsiveness to
others

Withdrawal

Developmentally
delayed

Developmentally
delayed, e.g. delay
in learning to talk
(or never learning
to talk)

Indiscriminate in
relationships with
adults, may seek
contact with
strangers

Infants

Pre-school
children
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Impairment of social
and other skills

Acts of
self-stimulation
(banging of head,
rocking movements)

Aggressive,
especially
towards peers

Significant
withdrawal

Behavioural
problems, e.g.
reduced attention
Selelgelgle
hyperactivity




Difficulty learning

Poor concentration

Overactive

Behavioural
abnormalities, e.g.
aggression
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School
children

Disruptive in school

Low self-esteem,
resulting in poor
social interaction
(mildest form) or
repetitive rocking,
self-mutilation
(serious form)




